Hugh Parnell

Business advisor to growing companies with a special interest in cleantech businesses: Chairman Envirotech Ltd, co-founder Cambridge Energy Forum, manager Cambridge Network “cleantech” SIG, non-exec NW Brown Group and of several other companies, corporate financier, early stage business advisor etc, supporter of innovative companies especially those with environmental solutions.
Since qualifying as a chartered accountant Hugh has had a diverse career centred around finance, management and business development. 16 years in diverse roles with British Petroleum followed by 6 years in the City doing international corporate finance, he then joined the Cambridge technology/innovation business community in 2000.
NW Brown Group is a regional finance advisory company; Hugh initially headed the corporate finance department and then took responsibility for the early stage VC, business angels and ‘access to finance’ activities around high-tech Cambridge. He acquired mandates for a suite of early stage venture funds to manage £40m, augmenting the business angel capital accessed individually.
Since early 2007 Hugh has divided his time between consulting to the NW Brown Group and its legacy business angels and the early stage funds’ activities, and engaging with other companies directly to help with their growth and development. He is a ‘mentor’ for ExDRA, delivers part of the “access to finance/understanding funding” EEDA programme, consults to the UEA’s Low Carbon Innovation Centre, works with the new East of England Low Carbon Fund, is on the Board of the Cambridge Network, is chair of the ICAEW’s Regional Strategy Board and similar. Most recently he has Chaired the Greater Cambridge Partnership “cleantech strategy” group and is now leading implementation of its recommendations, has worked with groups seeking to establish a LEP, is working with a London-based early stage cleantech fund and has initiated the creation of a CSR Forum for the Cambridge region.
Hugh i) is Chairman of business support organisation Envirotech Ltd which inter alia made 3 promotional DVDs about energy and environmental businesses around the region for EEDA, ii) co-founded and co-manages the Cambridge Energy Forum and iii) started and helps deliver the Special Interest Group on ‘cleantech’ for the Cambridge Network. 
