Mark Thompson

Mark Thompson is a highly experienced investor and adviser to early stage cleantech companies around the world.  He has been following the sector since 1987 and in 1997 began his finance career with one of the sector’s pioneers, Impax Group.  Here he helped finance renewable energy and water technology companies across Europe and the US, as well as completing the early stage development of a biomass power plant.  
Mark’s main interests are in helping cleantech companies grow and develop.  He has particular expertise in renewable energy, waste/recycling, pollution control and water.  For the Rushlight Award, Mark is offering to work with an entrepreneur/ CEO/Board to help develop their business.  Possible areas of support may include: assessing the business plan/SWOT; analysing the market/customer profiling; building/testing financial models; conducting due diligence; advising on board structure/governance; team building/HR; and, preparing for fundraising.
Mark is currently the Global Head of Environmental Technology at the investment bank Religare Capital Markets plc, and a director of early stage venture capital at Tiptree Investments.  Prior to this, Mark was the director for clean tech companies at CanaccordAdams in London and the portfolio manager for the ISIS Ecotec global environmental technology fund.  Mark is also a Non-Executive Director of the Holmesdale building society.
Mark has been instrumental in listing companies on London, US and Canadian markets, as well as completing numerous secondary financings and venture investments in Europe, China and North America.  He is a member of the FTSE Environmental Markets Committee, which approves and monitors companies going into all the FTSE environmental indices.  Mark is a well known speaker on financing renewable energy companies and has testified before the US Senate Finance Committee, presented to the UK’s Cabinet Strategy Office and was a guest speaker at the British Embassy in Brussels.
Mark is a CFA charter holder, a Chartered Engineer and has an MSc in finance from London Business School. His first degree is in Mechanical Engineering from Leeds University and his early career was spent as an officer in the British Army, where he graduated from the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst.
