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Introduction by Clive Hall,  

Eventure Media Ltd. 
 

Welcome to the Rushlight Awards 2008 Book.  This book 

profiles organisations throughout UK and Ireland.  It has 

been collated from information provided by the entrants to 

the Rushlight Awards 2008 which were celebrated at a Gala 

Dinner in London on 22 January 2009.   Further details are 

available at www.rushlightawards.co.uk. 
 

The 2007 event launched the Rushlight Awards and we have followed the progress of the winners 

and other entrants with interest, including in some cases becoming directly involved.   

 

I pick out a sample from last year as follows: 

1. The overall Rushlight Awards winner, G24 Innovations, attracted $20m investment from 

Morgan Stanley in June, following the launch of its first product: a solar-powered mobile phone 

charger.  Its solar-powered LED light won a £200K Lighting Africa Development Marketplace 

grant from the World Bank in May. 

 

2. In January, Envirotreat, the winner of the Rushlight Land Environment Award, raised £1.7m 

funding, with £1m coming from E-Synergy, one of our sponsors last year. 

 

3. Scottish & Southern Ventures have acquired a 20% stake in Geothermal International, the 

winner of the Rushlight Ground Source Heat Pump Award, for £15m in new equity. 

 

4. Dulas has received £7m funding from DECC for solar power projects in Wales. 

 

5. In January, Centrica made a £20m investment into Ceres Power, winner of the Rushlight 

Hydrogen & Fuel Cells Award, for a 10% stake in the company, cementing the development of 

the CHP programme with British Gas, based around their core fuel cell module. 

 

6. Greenbank Group, the winner of the Rushlight Fossil Fuel Award, have won a major 

subcontract on a new CCGT power station being built for Welsh Power, one of our sponsors, at 

Uskmouth, following the winning of a subcontract for the development of biomass at Drax.  

 

7. Lysanda have raised £1.25m in second-round funding to enable its emissions monitoring 

software to go into production. 

 

8. Morgan Everett have attracted a £1.45m round of funding allowing it to step up manufacturing 

of its in situ waste destruction system. 

 

9. In July, West London Composting announced the completion of the expansion of its organic 

waste facility making it the largest in-vessel composting facility of its kind in Europe with a 

100,000 tonne ABPR-compliant capacity. 

 

10. In September, quietrevolution, the winner of the Rushlight Wind Power Award, secured £7m in 

funding from RWE Innogy and private investors. 

 



We were approached during the year by two Indian organisations looking for specific technology 

solutions in the wind power and waste to energy areas and an African distributor of photovoltaic 

solutions to address local energy and equipment needs and we were able to pass these opportunities 

on to relevant entrants. 

 

This year we have received almost 50% more entries than last year which is a fair reflection on the 

development of clean technology in the UK and Ireland.  Exactly how much clean technology is 

being developed is not known, which is something we are looking to address by instigating the 

Rushlight Survey which will be going out later this year to ascertain the level of activity, where it is 

taking place, the technical areas being focused on and the things that are assisting and those that are 

hindering the successful development of these new environmental solutions. 

 

Entries have been received from all parts of the UK and Ireland this year and, if we divide the 

regions into north England, south England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland, while most entries have 

come from southern England with particular clusters around London, Oxford and Cambridge, the 

winners of the group categories (of which there are 6) have a representative from each of these 

regions. 

 

With an increase in both numbers and quality of entries this year, the competition has been intense 

and this made the judging very difficult.  I would like to thank the judges, all recognized experts in 

their respective fields, for carrying out their task most diligently.  One of the unique attributes of 

these awards is that the judges are independent of both Eventure Media and also all the sponsors 

and headline partners.  This adds much to the credibility of these awards.  This year, on the judging 

panels we had representatives from the Technology Strategy Board, the Renewables Advisory 

Board, Environment Agency, DECC, Chatham House, WRAP, the Advisory Committee on Carbon 

Abatement Technologies, NESTA, the Carbon Trust, the Renewable Fuels Agency, the Energy 

Saving Trust and the Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution.   

 

The partners play a very important role in what has developed as a strong and supportive Rushlight 

community.  In view of the breadth of the categories and the level of interest in the sector, there are 

no fewer than 22 specialist media partners and over 60 supporting partners, made up of government 

departments, agencies, trade associations and other networks.   

 

I am extremely pleased to have this opportunity to thank the headline partners and sponsors for their 

substantial contribution.  The environment does touch every type of business and once again this is 

so well illustrated by the breadth of interests of these organizations.  My thanks go to:  the Institute 

of Physics whose membersô interests cover most of the categories of the awards; Welsh Power, 

which has Uskmouth Power, the cleanest coal-fired power station  in the UK with approval to burn 

biomass and two further biomass projects in planning; Kilburn & Strode, the European and trade 

mark patent agents;  Black & Veatch, one of the leading global consultant engineering firms which 

provide specific climate change focused solutions to the energy and water sectors;   

Clarity Authoring, who provide technical authoring services and who once again this year produced 

this book and Cleantech Magazine, a leading global magazine focused on clean technology.   

 

The Gala Dinner proceedings were filmed by Green TV and their short film can be viewed on their 

website, www.green.tv.  It is only through the support of all our partners and sponsors that we have 

managed to create the Rushlight community which is designed to provide support and profile to the 

leading clean technologies in the UK and Ireland.  We recognize the challenges that cleantech 

developers face and we are extending our events to provide more support.  Details of specific new 

events will be published in a new Rushlight Bulletin and on our Rushlight Events website, 

www.rushlightevents.com. 
Back to Contents   



 


